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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgments 

1 . This Office Action is Final and is in response to the correspondence filed on 
05/01/2008 

2. Claims 1-10 of the application have been examined, and are rejected and 
removed from examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . The Examiner has reviewed and considered the applicant's arguments and found 
them to be non-persuasive. 

2. Applicant is of the opinion that the prior fails to teach Applicant's claimed method. 
The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Regarding "personal homepages", Hogan teaches 
transmitting account history information and making it accessible via WWW (col 5, line 
1-5), and updating customer personal information via financial software loaded on the 
customer's terminal, which can then be displayed on the customer's webpage (col 7, 
line 35-45). Therefore, as the information displayed is unique to said customer, the 
webpage is necessarily a "personal webpage". Also, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill to combine Giordano and Hogan in order to remind users of the money 
they owe on purchases ('123, abstract; '528, column 10, lines 50-60). Regarding, a non 
credit card purchase, the claim, on the other hand, merely requires that the prior art 
teach transmitting personal information on the customer or information on products 
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3. purchased without any card and its related information. Therefore, as the Hogan, 
for example, teaches transmitting personal information on the customer ('528, column 
10, lines 50-60) the combined prior art teaches claim 2. 

4. The Examiner maintains the rejection to claims 1-8. 

5. The newly added claims 9 and 10 both recite things stored in memory such as 
purchase information. This information does not restrict the scope of the claims and has 
been addressed in the corresponding rejection below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,2,5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Giordano et al, US PGPUB 2002/0152123 (hereinafter referred to as Giordano) in 
view of Hogan US Patent 5699528 (hereinafter referred to as Hogan). 

Claim 1 of the application recites: 

A card information linkage system, comprising: 

a stores' terminal for entering purchase 

information on products purchased by card, a card server 

for storing purchase history information on products 

purchased by card, and a management server for creating 

customers' personal Web pages and providing them on a 

network, wherein 
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said stores' terminal includes means for 

transmitting purchase information on products that each 

customer has purchased by card to said card server, 

said card server includes means for storing the 
purchase information on products in a database and 
transmitting the purchase history information on products 
to said management server, and 

said management server includes means for 

receiving the purchase history information on products and 

posting the same on a personal Web page for the customer 

concerned. 

The Giordano publication addresses the limitations of a stores' terminal capable 
of entering purchase information on purchases made by a card ([0011], [0046], [0047)], 
means of transmitting purchase information ([0048], and server means for storing 
purchase information in a database ([0048], [0049], [0050]). Giordano does not disclose 
the additional limitation, disclosed by Hogan, or a server capable of receiving purchase 
history information and posting said information to a personal web page (claim 30, Figs 
9, 10, col 10 lines 13-39). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Giordano with the features of Hogan in order to 
improve marketability of merchant products by extending the ease of transaction 
monitoring to customers. 



Additionally Claim 5 recites: 



A card information linkage method for 

providing purchase records with multiple cards in the Web 

page format, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting purchase information on products that 

each customer has purchased by card from a store's terminal 

for entering purchase information on products purchased by 
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card to a card server for storing purchase history 
information on products purchased by card, 

storing the purchase information on products in a 
database of said card server, and transmitting the purchase 
history information on products from said card server to a 
management server for creating customers' personal Web 
pages and providing them on a network, and 

receiving the purchase history information on 
products at the management server, and posting the purchase 
history information on products on a personal Web page for 
the customer concerned. 

This claim discloses the same limitations as claim one but recites a method 
rather than a system. As there are no additional limitations disclosed the examiner 
asserts that it would have been equally as obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention, as claim 1 , and for the same reasons. 

Claim 2 recites: 

The card information linkage system according 
to claim 1 , further comprising: 
a customers' terminal having a function for 
browsing Web pages through the network, wherein 

said customers' terminal includes means for 
accessing said management server to display the personal 
Web page for the customer, and transmitting personal 
information on the customer or information on products 
purchased without any card and its related information, and 

said management server includes means for 
attaching the received customer's personal information or 
purchased product information and its related information 
to update the personal Web page for the customer. 



Giordano discloses a customer's computer capable of browsing WebPages 
([055]), but does not address the additional claimed limitations. Hogan discusses a 
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"server computer" connected to a network such as the internet, which includes the 
capability of providing WWW access to users of the service (col 4, line 35-45). Said 
server computer receives transmitted account history information and makes it 
accessible via WWW (col 5, line 1-5), and is capable of updating customer personal 
information via financial software loaded on the customer's terminal, which can then be 
displayed on the customer's webpage (col 7, line 35-45). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the two in order to 
improve the marketability of the transaction reporting service by including the ability for 
the user to self-update the transaction history. 

Additionally, Claim 6 recites: 

The card information linkage method according 
to claim 5, comprising further the steps of: 

accessing the management server to display the 
customer's personal Web page for the customer from a 
customer's terminal having a function for browsing Web 
pages through the network , 

transmitting personal information on the customer 

or information on products purchased without any card and its related information 
from the customer's terminal to the 
management server, and 

attaching the received customer's personal 
information or purchased product information and its 
related information to update the personal Web page for the 
customer at the management server. 



This claim is merely the method for performing claim 2 and is rejected for the 
same reason that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention for the same reasons as claim 2. 
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Regarding claims 9 and 10, which depend upon claims 1 and 5 respectively as 
addressed above. Each of claims 9 and 10 is directed to purchase information. 
However, this is just non-functional descriptive material, and it has been held that nfd 
stored in memory will not differentiated the claimed memory from the prior art. 



3. Claims 3,4,7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Giordano in view of Hogan and further in view of Jacobi et al, US Patent 6317722 
(hereinafter referred to as Jacobi). 
Claim 3 recites; 

The card information linkage system according 
to claim I, wherein 

said card server further includes means for 
generating advertising of products purchased by the 
customer or products-related information, and transmitting 
it to said management server together with a distribution 
request, and 

said management server further includes means for 
posting the received advertising of products or products- 
related information on the personal Web page for the 
customer, or transmitting it to a customer's e-mail address 
or fax number of said customer's terminal. 



Further, Claim 4 recites: 



The card information linkage system according 
to claim 2, wherein 

said card server further includes means for 
generating advertising of products purchased by the 
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customer or products-related information, and transmitting 
it to said management server together with a distribution 
request, and 

said management server further includes means for 

posting the received advertising of products or products- related information on 
the personal Web page for the customer, or transmitting it to a customer's e- 
mail address or fax number of said customer's terminal. 

The Giordano publication discloses a server which stores transaction data and 
then parses it based on various criteria for the purposes of offering incentives through 
consumer loyalty programs ([0039]). Giordano does not specifically discuss the 
limitations of a separate server which posts advertising material to a customer's 
terminal. Hogan discloses a separate server used for displaying customer account 
histories through a personalized Web interface but does not discuss the advertising 
limitations. 

The limitation of a card server which is capable of generating advertising data is 
met by Jacobi's disclosure of a recommendation service which utilizes customer 
purchase histories to create advertising recommendations (Fig 1). This service can be 
centrally located or stored across multiple machines (col 9, line 10-15). The limitation of 
a web server that can receive advertising information and post it to customer web pages 
is disclosed by Jacobi in "a recommendations list returned to the Web server" (col 12, 5- 
15). The ability to transmit this information via fax, or mail (col 10 lines 54-62, col 12 
lines 4-1 2) is also disclosed by Jacobi. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the two disclosed inventions in 
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order to increase marketability of merchant products and therefore increase the 
incentive for merchants to participate in the transaction reporting system. 



Claim 7 recites: 



The card information linkage method according 
to claim 5, comprising further the steps of: 

generating advertising of products purchased by 
the customer or products-related information at the card 
server, and transmitting it to the management server 
together with a distribution request, and 

posting the received advertising of products or 
products-related information on the personal Web page for 
the customer at the management server, or transmitting it 
to a customer's e-mail address or fax number of the 
customer's terminal. 



Additionally Claim 8 recites: 

The card information linkage method according 
to claim 6, comprising further the steps of: 

generating advertising of products purchased by 
the customer or products-related information at the card 
server, and transmitting it to the management server 
together with a distribution request, and 

posting the received advertising of products or 

products-related information on the personal Web page for 

the customer at the management server, or transmitting it 

to a customer's e-mail address or fax number of the customer's terminal. 



Claims 7 and 8 are the methods of performing claims 4 and 5 respectively. 
No new limitations were presented in these claims; consequently they are rejected as 
having been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for the 
same reasons as claim 3 and 4. 
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Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALLISON W. GAUL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3616. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 
am to 5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin Hewitt can be reached on 571-272-6709. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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